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Abstract-Environmental Protection is one of the major issues 
all over the world now a day. The rapidly changing world has 
also seen the technological evolution, which has introduced social 
media as a powerful medium of information exchange. The 
current paper discusses on how social media can be used as an 
instrument for environment protection. 
I. INTRODUCTION 
Environment can be defined as the natural world with 
interconnectedness of organism such as humans, plants, 
animals and all other living beings. Environment encompasses 
the interaction of all living species. It also includes natural 
resources, climate, and weather that affect human existence 
and economic activity. 
To survive in the world, the present and future generations 
have to solve three major problems, population, poverty and 
the most dangerous pollution.  
As mentioned just, pollution can be considered as the most 
dangerous problem, like cancer, where death is sure but 
delayed. The main cause of pollution is modern living, 
urbanization and industrialization. If timely action is not 
taken, like cancer it till spread the whole world and will 
destroy the future. 
As mentioned just, pollution being the most dangerous 
problem, like cancer in which death is sure but slow. This is 
the gift of modern living, industrialization and urbanization. 
Unless timely action is taken we have a forbid and bleak 
future for the world. 
Environment protection is an act of protecting the 
environment from the said pollution on individual, 
organizational or governmental levels. Environmental 
pollution was recognized as a major problem all over the 
world. The Governments of different nations started planning 
for solutions for this major problem.  
But this should not be treated as only government’s duty. 
In 1960, many organizations from different parts of the globe 
have met together and identified environment pollution as a 
burning and serious problem.  
Many scientists feel that environment protection is 
possible only by proper education and creating awareness 
about it. Many of the top universities have introduced courses 
on environment protection and management. There are many 
cases on environment pollution that are still pending in many 
courts. 
The environmental degradation also causes in many other 
problems like diabetes, obesity, nervous system disorder and 
different types of cancer. The mental health will also have 
problems and in some cases it may affect the growth of the 
children. This is all because of contaminated drinking water, 
sanitation problems, air pollution etc., 
Social media is a medium of communication that occurs 
through the use of any two electronic data processing devices 
(Can be computers or mobile phones) to create, share or 
exchange information, ideas, picture and/or videos. The whole 
world is now moving towards mobile technology. Usage of 
internet and smart phones has drastically increased from every 
corner. According to some statistics (Figure 1), by 2018, 
around 2.44 billion people all over the world will use social 
networks for communicating and exchanging information.  
 
Figure 1: Social network usage by 2018 - © Statista 2015. 
 
The young people today are connected strongly through 
the social media platforms which are accessed via mobile 
phones, tablets, laptops or personal computers through 
different networks. The message delivery and responses are 
very quick so that if any of the content shared in with social 
media, during emergencies, it can be useful.  
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Facebook, Twitter, Google+, YouTube, Linked-In, 
WhatsApp etc., are the famous social media sites and apps 
that are available over computer networks as well as mobile 
networks, and most of them can be used free of cost. Data can 
be circulated to individuals or groups instantly and it has got a 
global reach, which is higher than the traditional media such 
as newspapers, radio and television.  
The current paper discusses on the involvement of social 
media in protecting environment.  
USING SOCIAL MEDIA FOR ENVIRONMENT AWARENESS AND 
PROTECTION 
Even after the efforts of many governments and social 
welfare organizations, the awareness on environment 
protection is very much limited still. So it is important to look 
for other ways to promote the strategies on environment 
protection. The following are two important researches 
conducted about social media.  
a. According to a survey conducted by E consultancy in 
2011, 91% of the companies use social media as part of their 
business. If the companies also use the same media for 
promoting the awareness on environmental issues arise from 
their products or companies, it will reach a huge audience.  
b. The pew internet project reports (Figure 2) that from 
the adult internet users, 74% of them are using any one of the 
social networking site. Out of which 89% of the users are 
within the age group 18-29. Around 49% of the users are 
above 65Years of age.  
 
Figure 2: Social Networking Sites usage percentages – Pew Research 
Centre  
 
 
The above two surveys show how effective is the social 
media currently. If one can utilize this effectively to promote 
anything, it will reach a wide audience and it can create a 
good influence. Using social media to create the awareness 
among the people was already started by many governments 
and organizations. Just by posting some articles and images 
with limited expenditure one can reach a huge mass. Also it 
will not be difficult to the users of social media, instead of 
using the medium just for chatting or sharing photos, but to 
use it to promote the awareness on social medium.  
Social media sites have different features which can be 
used by the user to plan, and arrange the documents or images 
or videos in the time line or in chat windows. One can visit 
back to these pages or posts again and again until the person 
who posted this removes this from his / her page.  
SAMPLES OF PAGES FROM SOCIAL MEDIA SITES ABOUT 
ENVIRONMENT FROM DIFFERENT COUNTRIES 
1. US environmental Protection agency (EPA): 
This is a government agency that is using the social media 
to the best and is followed by hundreds of thousands of people 
from different parts of the world. Even though the purpose of 
this agency is to create awareness among their residents, it can 
also be followed by many other nationals and create their own 
social media awareness pages in different tools like Facebook, 
twitter, YouTube, google+, Instagram etc.,  
EPA has got their pages in the following social media 
sites.  
 
Figure 3 – the social media sites mentioned in EPA website - © www.epa.gov 
[7] 
2. Guardian Environment:  
This is a page created in the social media tool Facebook 
that is followed by more than 65000 people all around the 
world. The administrators of this page share many of the 
important and useful posts that helps creating awareness 
among the followers. Users can also post their views in the 
reply.  
3. Environment Agency: 
This is a page liked (followed) by thousands of people, 
organized from England adhering the UK environmental  
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policies. One can find posts, pictures, discussions on 
protection and improvement of environment 
 
Figure 3 – One of the posts from Guardian Environment Facebook account 
posted on 17th February 2015. [8] 
 
 
 
Figure 4. a. Facebook page for flood awareness. [9] 
 
Figure 4. b. One of the posts from Environment Agency Facebook account, 
on Flood awareness-posted on 9th January 2015. [9] 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
As an individual any one can create a page, in any of the 
popular social media and can share their views to their friends 
and family through which it can spread like a chain and can 
reach many at the end. 
These social media technologies help the people to create 
and share the ideas innovatively and interestingly. People who 
visit these pages also can improve the process by using this 
information to solve environmental issues.  
In India there are so many pending issues with regards to 
environment that needs to be addressed immediately. One of 
such major issues is protecting Ganges river from pollution. 
Governments are doing their best in cleaning Ganga water but 
still there must be a huge support from public .Only through 
awareness we can make people understand the problems of 
environment pollution. And as mention above social media 
can play a vital role in such issues. 
There may be a new technology tomorrow but, it is always 
good to use the existing technology, especially if the usage is 
to help in protecting the environment.  
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